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The Watering Can

West Carleton Garden Club & Horticultural Society

It’s really here and the weather
is changing. Leaves have
already started to colour and
detach. It won’t be long before
we have our first frost. Until
then, there’s still time to plant
those bulbs, trim those bushes
and transplant those
perennials. Speaking of which,
let’s save some for our seeds
and perennials swap at the
upcoming meeting. Be sure to
label all plants and seed
packets.

October Speaker

Connie Matthews-Cull has
been an avid gardener in
Ottawa for thirty-five years,

maintaining a city garden in
Ottawa, and a country garden
simultaneously for fifteen
years. Now retired from a
teaching career she spends all
waking hours in the garden, if
not on the computer as
President of the Eganville and
Area Horticultural Society and
Assistant District Director of
the Upper Ottawa Valley River
Basin.

=

www.wcgc.ca



http://www.wcgc.ca

WCGC 2024-25 Season

As mentioned above and in
the previous newsletter, Donna
Cook is organizing our seed
swap at the October meeting
again this year. Please refer to
the following link to read about
it:

https://wcgc.ca/documents/

SeedExchangeBulletin_Donna
Cook 2024.pdf

November Meeting

Former guest speaker
Lana Doss will present to
us tips and techniques to
simplify our gardening
lives. Tuesday, November
12th, Carp Memorial
Hall. (Also see p.3 below

for more info.)

Ten tips

https://

www.natureconservancy.c

a/en/what-we-do/
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Invasive species

My garden is filled with invasive species, some I
inherited and some I put in without knowing at the
time. Much wiser now, hopefully, I have been trying to
extricate them, but since the neighbourhood is teeming
with most (e.g., Buckthorn), it has been an uphill
battle.

Here are some websites which list the most pernicious

of them and some strategies to combat the invasion:

https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/invasive-plants/species/

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/what-we-do/resource-
centre/invasive-species/

https://inspection.canada.ca/en/plant-health/invasive-species/
invasive-plants

https://x.com/_theweedlady/status/1312943303835426818?s=61
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Some local events/info of interest

OHA D2 Fall Advisory Council Meeting, October 26th, Petawawa

The Red Trillium Tour : https://www.redtrilliumst.com

Fall Crown and Pumpkin Studio Tour:https://crownandpumpkin.com:

See the Gardening Calendar online at https://gardeningcalendar.ca/events/ottawa/ for

lots of suggestions about upcoming gardening events in the Ottawa area.

If you would like to see a compendium of Master Gardener and WCGC Member Judith
Cox’s Veggie Bites, click on this: https://gardeningcalendar.ca/author/judith-cox/

......................................................................................................................................................

WCGC Archives: We have a lot of hard copy files since the beginning of the Club in 1989 and a
shortage of filing space. For this reason, the Executive are looking at new ways to conserve and
protect our history. Some ideas which are being explored at this time include possibly digitizing them
and/or storing them with the Archives of Ontario. More about this work as decisions are taken. (If
you have served on the executive in the past and have some documents which you feel would be
important to keep, please get in touch with Brenda at president@wcgc.ca.)

Membership: Have we all renewed our memberships for this season? Please e-transfer
treasurer@wcgc.ca, or bring cash or cheque to the meeting. Dues are $15 solo or $20 family. If you

would like to send a cheque by mail please send to Treasurer, Sheila Stumpf, 202 Charlie’s Lane, RR1
Carp, ON. KoA 1Lo. Renew your membership before the end of October and your name
will be put into a draw for a $50 gift certificate for Carp Garden Centre.

Flower Shows: We all love our flower shows. It’s a chance to show off some of our best bloomers
and to create lovely designs with material from our gardens. The WCGC holds three flower shows
each year, in May, June and September. The shows are judged by an OHA qualified judge and there is
sometimes voting by members for a people’s choice award. The classes for each show are published in

the Resources section of our website - https://www.wcgc.ca/resources.html . Flower shows take a

lot of time to organize. They can be very rewarding if there are lots of participants. We need more
participants and we are thinking of new ways to encourage our members to become involved. If you
have any ideas, let us know. In the meantime, huge thanks to Gay MacQuarrie for all her hard
work in organizing our flower shows.
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*Photos of our Sept. meeting above, courtesy of Dan Stumpf, Anne Gadbois

SEPTEMBER 2024

2024 FLOWER SHOW RESULTS

4 participants
55 entries
Participant 1st 2nd 3rd Best in Show TOTAL
5 points 3 points 2 points or Points
Judge’s Choice
5 points
1. | Brenda Baird VYV VYV VY v (Design) 88
VVVVY | vy v (Vegie)
vv
2. | Karen Buckley v 2
3. | Johanna Cutts VYV VYV VY YYY |V (Judge's Choice) 60
v
4, | Gay MacQuarrie ;;;/‘/ 2444 v v (Hort) 61
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