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Our Speaker 

Brian Carson’s career has  
included farming, market 
gardening, underwater 
salvaging, masonry 
contracting, geophysics and 
mine supervision. As an 
enthusiastic plant hunter    and 
obsessed gardener, he enjoys 
astonishing fellow gardeners 
with his floral treasures. (See 
more about  Brian on page 2.) 

Seedy Saturday 

Don’t hesitate to pass along 
the event poster on page 4 to 
your friends and neighbours.  
We are looking forward to a 
well-attended fun event on        
March 9th. Thank you to all 
who have volunteered to work 
at the hall. Also, please don’t 
forget to bring cash and coin 
to the event for the cash sales. 

Suggestions 

If you have any suggestions for 
topics/presenters for next 
season’s meetings, don’t hesitate 
to send them along  to Kathleen 
Teaghan at program@wcgc.ca or 
to Brenda Baird at 
president@wcgc.ca  

The Watering Can
West Carleton Garden Club & Horticultural Society

Main Heading 

Subheading

Photos above courtesy of Brian Carson.

Our 35th 
Anniversary ! 

http://www.wcgc.ca
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More about             
Brian Carson  

In the Ottawa region, Brian 
lectures frequently, leads field 
trips and conducts workshops. 
He has received the Award of 
Merit  and the prestigious 
Silver Award from the Ontario 
Horticultural Association for his 
work with Trilliums.  His current 
passions, plant hunting and 
photography, have brought 
international recognition to the 
Ottawa Valley for its double 
Trilliums and many marvellous 
mutations.

Photo above:Stittsville Central 
article https://stittsvillecentral.ca/
the-year-of-the-garden-stittsvilles-
brian-carson-receives-highest-
award-for-horticulture-in-ontario/ 

And here is an article about  
Brian by the CBC a while back:

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
ottawa/brian-carson-double-
trilliums-flower-hunting-1.5125955

Grow to Show:                       
Flower Show Tips  
from  
Gay MacQuarrie 

Negative Space  

Negative or void space in a flower arrangement can 
be used to great advantage. Negative space is a simple 
gap in the material used in the arrangement. Use of 
negative space gives the entire design a different look. 
An example of the use of negative space is shown 
below. In other words, negative space -- also known 
as white space -- can be used to create balance, 
contrast, hierarchy, and harmony in a design, as well 
as to convey meaning and emotion. The key is to 
encourage the viewer’s eye to “travel around” the 
arrangement.

 2024 Flower shows:
Gay has also provided us with the rules and 

specifications for this year’s flower and 
vegetable shows for May, June and September. 
They can be found here:   https://www.wcgc.ca/

resources.html 
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Some interesting links: 

- Ontario Wildflowers: http://
www.ontariowildflowers.com 

- Seeds of Diversity: https://seeds.ca 

- Grow me Instead, a Guide for Southern 
Ontario : https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/
wp-content/uploads/2016/07/GMI-
Booklet_FINAL-FOR-WEB_May132016.pdf

- Canadian Wildlife Federation: https://www.cwf-
fcf.org/en/index.htm

- Ontario Invasive Plants Council: https://
www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca 

- Master Gardeners of Ottawa Carleton : https://
mgottawa.ca 

Upcoming Meetings:
April 9, 2024
"Design"

with Sandra Black

May 14, 2024
"Pruning & Tool 
Maintenance"

with Ed Lawrence

June 11, 2024
Summer Social & 

Flower Show
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